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Contact Information





Lee Jones, Chair


� HYPERLINK "mailto:leejones@kiva.net" ��leejones@kiva.net�


John Zody, Vice-Chair


� HYPERLINK "mailto:john.zody@insightbb.com" ��john.zody@insightbb.com�


Sandy Newmann, Treasurer


� HYPERLINK "mailto:snewmann@bluemarble.net" ��snewmann@bluemarble.net�


Rick Dietz, Secretary


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rick@oacea.com" ��rick@oacea.com�





Web site:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.monroedems.org" ��www.monroedems.org�





Party Headquarters:


110 S. Washington St.


(812) 336-5875





Mailing address:


P.O. Box 92


Bloomington, IN  47402











 

















 





General Election Calendar





Monday, Oct. 9


Absentee voting in the Clerk’s Office opens





Tuesday, Oct. 10


Voter registration ends





Monday, Oct. 30


Deadline, by midnight, for the Clerk’s Office to receive absentee ballot applications





Monday, Nov. 6


Deadline, by NOON, for absentee voting in the Clerk’s Office





Tuesday, Nov. 7


General Election Day! Polls are open 6 a.m. to 


6 p.m.!
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Issue Profile: Property Tax Abatement


A few weeks ago, we wet your debate whistles with some news links on property tax abatement.  This week, Monroe County Council President Sophia Travis is sharing with us her perspective on tax abatement.  As you know, the County Council is the governing fiscal body.  When possible, your Party will share with you the perspectives of our elected officials.  You may not agree with everyone – nor should you – but it is important to know what our officials are thinking as major issues continue to be discussed in our County.  Below is Sophia’s perspective:





What is a “tax abatement?”  An abatement is the forgiving, by government, of all or a portion of a property owner’s tax bill.  In other words, the property owner doesn’t have to pay as much, in taxes, as do other property owners. Abatements, which can last up to ten years, are “revenue neutral” for our government.  That means that, when the government grants abatements, it still collects as much in total property taxes as it did before.  How is that possible?





It’s possible because every time an abatement is granted, taxes are automatically raised on every other property owner to make up the difference.  The flipside of every abatement is a tax increase on the rest of us. “Fairness in government” was at the center of my 2004 campaign.  And questioning the fairness of granting abatements to some so that the rest of us bear the difference, is well in keeping with my campaign platform.  Proponents of the abatement process will argue that in a nationally and globally competitive economy we must do everything possible to attract and retain quality employers.  It’s hard to disagree with that.  But much history and research show that tax abatements have little or no effect on whether a company comes to or stays in an area.  As study after study has shown (the most recent by IU’s own SPEA) other factors overwhelm tax abatements in deciding where a company will go or expand.  





Issues such as a pool of appropriate workers, access to resources, and where the company’s managers want to live dominate the location decisions of employers – not the availability or amount of tax incentives.





That’s not easy to express politically.  Often times when a company grows or locates in Monroe County, the company and politicians will cite government tax giveaways as the reason for business growth - even if the real reason is that the firm’s owner enjoys the quality of life offered in Monroe County.  Conversely, if a company doesn’t come here, or moves away, many times the company and politicians will cite the public support given elsewhere - even if the real reason may be that labor costs half as much elsewhere.





By abating some citizens, government can sometimes send an unintended message: that some are better than others – or that some are more deserving than others.  I see that as fundamentally unfair.  





When Hewlett-Packard was looking to locate a new plant in Idaho, its chairman went to Idaho’s governor and demanded to know what tax subsidies the state was willing to give HP in return.  Idaho’s longest-serving governor, Democrat Cecil Andrus, replied that every citizen of the state of Idaho got and played by the same rules. In other words, there would be no subsidy.  HP was welcome to come to Idaho, but it would get just as much, no more and no less, than any other Idaho citizen.  HP opened its plant in Idaho the next year.  That’s what fairness in government can, and should, do.





To learn more about county fiscal matters, attend the County Council’s annual budget sessions on August 7, 8 and 9 (M-T-W) in the Nat Hill Meeting Room (third floor) at the Monroe County Courthouse.  Start times will be announced soon.

















Event Notice


Citizens Breakfast with � HYPERLINK "http://www.jilllesh.com/" ��Jill Lesh�


Thursday, July 20, 7:30 a


@ the Encore Café





Topic: An informal conversation with County Auditor Sandy Newmann: “How We Can Sharpen Revenue Projections for Monroe County”.








Things You Should Know…in Brief


A fall election precinct training session will be held on August 14.  Details forthcoming!





Interested in working at the Monroe County Fair?  Since our July 4 presence was so great, we want to continue that at the Fair – July 22-29.  Call Evelyn Crowe at HQ to help!


 


Help Perry Township Candidates!  The Perry Township Trustee and Board are organizing their fall campaign.  Yard sign locations and volunteers are needed immediately.  If you can help, please e-mail Jack Davis (� HYPERLINK "mailto:davijac2000@yahoo.com" ��davijac2000@yahoo.com�) or Dan Combs (� HYPERLINK "mailto:dcombs@bloomington.in.us" ��dcombs@bloomington.in.us�).  Let’s keep Democrats in Perry Township!





�





Thanks to all Dems who participated in July 4th events!


It was great! 











